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Rule making related to the time allowed for completion of the laboratory portion
of driver’s education courses

The Transportation Department hereby amends Chapter 634, “Driver Education,” Iowa
Administrative Code.

Legal Authority for Rule Making

This rule making is adopted under the authority provided in Iowa Code sections 307.12 and 321.178.

State or Federal Law Implemented

This rule making implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code section 321.178.

Purpose and Summary

This rule making updates Chapter 634 to build flexibility into the rule related to the timing of the
completion of the classroom and laboratory portions of a driver’s education course.

The current administrative rule requires the laboratory portion of the course to conclude no later than
30 days after the classroom portion of the course has been completed. However, during the COVID-19
pandemic, and in other situations of medical necessity unrelated to COVID-19 that are beyond the
student’s control, it has become a somewhat regular occurrence for students to need additional time
beyond the 30-day time period allowed in the current rule to complete the laboratory portion of the course.
An example of this kind of medical necessity is a sports injury when a student’s right foot is broken and
is required to be in a cast for eight weeks followed by two to four weeks of recovery during which the
student cannot drive because the right foot is needed to depress the gas and brake pedals. To address these
circumstances, the amendment allows the laboratory portion of the course to conclude within 45 days
after classroom instruction has been completed, or if the driver’s education course provider determines
there is good cause for delay, within 90 days after the classroom instruction has been completed. In
the Department’s experience, most students are able to fully complete the remainder of the laboratory
instruction within a 90-day time frame, most often during the provider’s next available course offering.

Other amendments remove references to 2021 IowaActs, House File 380 and Senate File 546, because
this legislation has been codified.

Public Comment and Changes to Rule Making

Notice of Intended Action for this rule making was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on
April 6, 2022, as ARC 6278C.

The Department received comments from Safer Driver Solutions regarding private driver education
company business practices and total driver’s education course length requirements. However, because
these concerns would require legislative changes within Iowa Code section 321.178, they cannot be
addressed by this rule making.

No changes from the Notice have been made.

Adoption of Rule Making

This rule making was adopted by the Department on May 11, 2022.

Fiscal Impact

This rule making has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa.

1



Jobs Impact

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.

Waivers

Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rule making would
result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Department for a waiver of the discretionary
provisions, if any, pursuant to 761—Chapter 11.

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rule
making by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or
group, review this rule making at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s
meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section
17A.8(6).

Effective Date

This rule making will become effective on July 6, 2022.

The following rule-making actions are adopted:
ITEM 1. Amend paragraph 634.4(2)“b” as follows:
b. Each student shall be scheduled to receive classroom or laboratory instruction each week of the

course but in no case shall. Except upon showing of good cause, laboratory instruction shall not conclude
later than 30 45 days after classroom instruction is has been completed. When the driver education course
provider determines there is good cause, the laboratory instruction shall not conclude later than 90 days
after classroom instruction has been completed. For the purpose of this paragraph, “good cause” means
an unanticipated event causing a delay in the student’s ability to complete the laboratory instruction if
the event is beyond the student’s control.

ITEM 2. Amend subrule 634.11(1), definition of “Teaching parent,” as follows:
“Teaching parent” means the same as defined in Iowa Code section 321.178A as amended by 2021

Iowa Acts, Senate File 546, section 10.
ITEM 3. Amend 761—Chapter 634, implementation sentence, as follows:
These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 321.178, as amended by 2021 Iowa Acts,

House File 380, section 1, and Senate File 546, section 9; 321.178A, as amended by 2021 Iowa Acts,
House File 380, section 2, and Senate File 546, sections 10 to 15; 321.180B and 321.194.

[Filed 5/11/22, effective 7/6/22]
[Published 6/1/22]

EDITOR’S NOTE: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 6/1/22.

2

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListComm?groupID=705&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.178A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.178.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.178A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.180B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/321.194.pdf

